
SMOKE & OIL 
The Official Mardi Gras MG’s of Fairhope Alabama 
A chapter of the North American MGB Register 
An affiliated chapter of THE MG OWNERS CLUB 

     JANUARY  2011 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a membership organization composed of MG and other British Automobiles 
in Fairhope and the Eastern shore area who have joined together to preserve 
and enjoy our cars. Since it’s the cars that brought us together, our 
events stem around British cars. We have monthly activities of different types. 
Including Rallies, tours, Car Shows, Social Functions, Tech Sessions and Valet 
Parking Lessons. We welcome anyone who has as interest in British Cars. You 
do not have to own one to become a member. Our meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at The Lake forest Yacht club. 
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MT TWO CENTS WORTH OR SHOULD IT BE TUPPENCE? 

SECRETARY 
Wendy Gosnell 

              continued 



EDITOR NOTES 
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 send letters to the editor to: jgosnel2@yahoo.com 

web site address: www.mgmgbcc.org 

Continued from page one 
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PENSACOLA SHOW & RALLY 

The downtown Pensacola National Show will be Saturday, May 14. The 
British classes and a new Replicar class is below. There will be splits for 
either make or model.  
 
Note 3. New class added for Replicars, class 42. Replicars are defined as specially 
constructed vehicles that are built to closely resemble an original factory model, 
for example, Replicar Cobras.  
36. British cars through 1999 4-Cylinder 
37. British cars through 1999 6-8-12 Cylinder  
 
38. British cars 2000 and newer 
39. Modified Sport Compact American 
40. Modified Sport Compact European 
41. Modified Sport Compact Asian 
42. Replicars (cars specially built to resemble a factory model - see 
Note 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
Good news! --- Dick and I spoke last night to confirm that there are no MG-MG schedule conflicts. 
The Pensacola-Atmore Road Rally is officially Saturday, February 26.  
Start will be the same, Shopping center - Burger King at Nine-Mile Road, but will take another route 
to Atmore.  
Finish again at David’s Catfish House because their food is great and they can easily handle over 
200 people.  
Afterwards, we will meet at the Wind Creek Casino for those who would like to go.  
Still sponsored by Pensacola Austin-Healey Club and Panhandle Cruisers Car Club. 
Also, Porsche Club of America will list it on their schedule as an official PCA event thanks to Son-
neschein Porsche Club. 
I sincerely hope you can attend our meeting tomorrow night. Thanks – I’ll be in church 
this Wed. night.  
Bill 
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RARE BRITISH CAR 
 

1920 ALBION  lORRY 



Cinq 

GREETINGS! 

 
 

HAPPY  
NEW 
YEAR 



TECH TIPS cont. BRITISH HUMOR 
Haynes: Rotate anticlockwise. 
Translation: Clamp with molegrips then beat repeatedly with hammer anticlockwise. 
You do know which way is anticlockwise, don't you?  
 
Haynes: Should remove easily. 
Translation: Will be corroded into place ... clamp with adjustable spanner then beat re-
peatedly with a hammer.  
 
Haynes: This is a snug fit. 
Translation: You will skin your knuckles! ... Clamp with adjustable spanner then beat 
repeatedly with hammer. 
 
 
Haynes: This is a tight fit. 
Translation: Not a hope in hell matey! ... Clamp with adjustable spanner then beat re-
peatedly with hammer.  
 
Haynes: As described in Chapter 7... 
Translation: That'll teach you not to read through before you start, now you are looking 
at scary photos of the inside of a gearbox.  
 
Haynes: Pry... 
Translation: Hammer a screwdriver into...  
 
Haynes: Undo... 
Translation: Go buy a tin of WD40 (industrial size).  
 
Haynes: Ease ... 
Translation: Apply superhuman strength to ...  
 
Haynes: Retain tiny spring... 
Translation: "Crikey what was that, it nearly had my eye out"!  
 
Haynes: Press and rotate to remove bulb... 
Translation: OK - that's the glass bit off, now fetch some good pliers to dig out the 
bayonet part and remaining glass shards.  
 
Haynes: Lightly... 
Translation: Start off lightly and build up till the veins on your forehead are throbbing 
then re-check the manual because what you are doing now cannot be considered 
"lightly".  



OUR SPONSORS 

 
 
Sandy Sansing Mini of Pensacola 
 
 
 
Fairhope Tires, 19526 Greeno Rd, Fairhope-
(251) 928-5613 

 
 
 
Penton’s Auto Trim & Truck Accessories 4810 
North W. St. Pensacola Fl. –\850432-1825 
 
 
 
 

Malone Insurance 104 Professional Pk. 
Fairhope -(251) 990-4000  
 
  
 
 
Tony's Towing Inc. 8326 Nichols Ext.  
Fairhope-(251) 928-7334  
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS! 



EVENTS SCHEDULE for 2011 

 
 
 

TO  
BE 

ANNOUNCED 



GOSNELL’S 

ENGLISH 

AUTOMOBILE 

REPAIR 

SERVICE 

 

OFFERING: 
Tune ups 
Repairs 
Oil Changes 
Lubrications 
Evaluations 
Brakes 
Electrical  
Fuel Injection  Cleaning          
 

BRITISH CAR SERVICE 
 

19475 COUNTY ROAD 55 
SILVERHILL, ALABAMA  

I have been involved with English cars for many years. I  
prepared and successfully raced a Triumph TR-4 in SCCA  
competition. I have been active with British car clubs in 
Mobile (SABCC) Pensacola (Panhandle British Car club), 
and the Gulf Coast Region of SCCA, and the Mardi Gras 
MGs of Fairhope. 

 

JON GOSNELL 
PH. (251) 945-5030 

jgosnel2@yahoo.com 

CLUB AFFILIATIONS 
 

MARDI GRAS MGS 
 

SABCC 
 

PANHANDLE BRITISH CAR CLUB 
 

SCCA 

GEARS 



SABCC FAIRHOPE SHOW 2010 
 
SABCC FAIRHOPE SHOW 2010 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2011 



BREAKING JAG NEWS CHRISTMAS PARTY cont. 



TECH TIPS 

Here is an easy way to check your speedometer. Road test your car on the highway to 
check the odometer's accuracy against the speedometer highway markers. 
 
Check the TPM (turns per mile) number on your speedometer. The number is normally 
in the center of the gauge (i.e. 980, 100 1 1325). The TPM number shows the amount 
of times that the cable will rotate in one mile. See figure 1. 
 
To check how many TPMs your cable is doing you must first mark 52.80 feet (1 / 100 of 
a mile) on a level surface such as a garage floor or a driveway. Remove the speedome-
ter cable from the rear of the speedometer unit. Fit a cardboard counter on the inner 
flex of your speedometer cable as shown in figure 2. Count the number of turns the 
counter makes when you push the car the marked distance of 52.80 feet (52 feet. 9 
1/2 inches). Then multiply the number of turns by 100. This number should equal the 
TPM number marked on your speedometer face plate. 
 
If the TPM number does not equal the turns of the cable, your problem could be: 
 
Incorrect Speedometer gauge for vehicle Incorrect tire size 
 
Incorrect size wheels 
 
Incorrect rear axle ratio  
Fault at cable drive end 
Drive that is on/or to the main shaft is faulty 
 
Check for a kink in the inner flexible shaft by rolling it on a clean flat surface. Kinks can 
be seen and felt as shown in figure 3. 

 
 

Norman Nock 
British Car Specialists, Stockton, CA 



CHRISTMAS PARADE FOLEY 2010 
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CHRISTMAS PARADE FOLEY 2010 


